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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 23 
March 2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 10-16, 18, 19 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Leuthold (US 5,803,446). 

Regarding claim 1, Leuthold discloses an apparatus for continuously singling 
stacks of loose sheet material, comprising: a singling unit 31 for singling a stack of loose 
sheet material; a feeding device for moving stacked loose sheet material to be singled 
along a feeding path from a deposit position to a position in which the uppermost sheet 
of the stacked loose sheet material can be grasped by the singling unit; and a stack 
inserting device (col. 2, lines 13-14) for moving a stack of loose sheet material to be 
singled along an insertion direction into the deposit position, wherein the feeding device 
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has a first feeding element 20 being movable at least along two axes relative to the 
singling unit, a first axis of the axes being parallel to the feeding path and a second axis 
of the axes being orthogonal to the feeding path, the first feeding element being 
moveable along the second axis to be inserted into the feeding path, and a second 
feeding element 40 being uniaxially movable along the feeding path from a first position 
in which a stack of loose sheet material is insertable into the deposit position to a 
second position in which the uppermost sheet of the stack contacts the first feeding 
element. Leuthold does not explicitly disclose that the insertion direction is orthogonal to 
the second axis of the movement of the sheet feeding element 20. However, Leuthold 
discloses that the input pockets can be filled automatically with the help of robots. Col. 
2, lines 13-14. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to make the insertion direction orthogonal to the second axis of the 
movement of the sheet feeding element 20, in order to align the stack against retaining 
wall 15. 

Regarding claim 2, Leuthold discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the first feeding element 20 brings, by a uniaxial feeding motion, a stack of 
loose sheet material to be singled from the deposit position to the position in which the 
uppermost sheet of the stack 2 can be grasped by the singling unit 31 and, by being 
moved out of the feeding path, unites the stack to be singled with a stack to be fed 
located below the first feeding element. 

Regarding claim 3, Leuthold discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein, the second feeding element 40 brings, by a uniaxial motion on the feeding 
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path, the stack to be fed from the deposit position to a position in which the uppermost 
sheet of the stack 2 to be fed comes to lie below the first feeding element 20. 
Regarding claims 4-7, see, e.g., fig. 5. 

Regarding claim 10, Leuthold discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, 
including one or more sensors configured to detect at least one of the presence of a 
stack fed by the second feeding element below the first feeding element, the last sheet 
of a stack to be singled, and a stack to be fed located in the deposit position. See claim 
3 of Leuthold. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Leuthold discloses the apparatus according to claim I, 
wherein the first and second feeding elements are driven by stationary motors. Col. 3, 
lines 54-57. 

Regarding claim 12, Leuthold discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein feeding stacks of sheets to be singled to the feeding device may be carried out 
automatically and manually. See col. 2, lines 13-14. 

Regarding claim 13, Leuthold discloses a method for continuously singling stacks 
of loose sheet material, comprising: moving a stack of loose sheet material to be singled 
along an insertion direction into a deposit position by means of a stack inserting device; 
and moving stacked loose sheet material to be singled along a feeding path from the 
deposit position to a position from which an uppermost sheet of the stacked loose sheet 
material is grasped and singled by a singling unit by means of a feeding device having a 
first feeding element being movable at least along two axes relative to the singling unit, 
a first axis of the axes being parallel to the feeding path and a second axis of the axes 
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being ortliogonal to botli tlie feeding path and the insertion direction, the first feeding 
element being moveable along the second axis to be inserted into the feeding path, and 
a second feeding element being uniaxially movable along the feeding path from a first 
position in which a stack of loose sheet material is insertable into the deposit position to 
a second position in which the uppermost sheet of the stack contacts the first feeding 
element. 

Regarding claims 14-16, 18 and 19see, e.g., fig. 5. 
Regarding claim 22, see col. 5, lines 4-13. 

Regarding claim 23, Leuthold discloses the method according to claim 13, 
wherein at least one of a stack of loose sheet material to be fed located in the deposit 
position and the last sheet to be singled in a stack to be singled is recognized 
automatically. See claim 3 of Leuthold. 

Regarding claim 24, Leuthold discloses a method for continuous sheet-by-sheet 
singling of stacks of loose bank notes, comprising: utilizing the apparatus of claim 1 to 
single the stacks of loose bank notes in a processing apparatus, wherein the singled 
bank notes are automatically checked and deposited. See col. 1 , line 63 - col. 2, line 4. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5, 8, 9, 17, 20 and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 
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Applicant's arguments witli respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremy Severson whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2209. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey, can be reached on 571-272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patrick H. Mackey/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3653 
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